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political capital to prevent the neighboring states’ railways from encroaching on
their territories and stealing their markets. The states directed railway construc-
tion to proceed primarily from hubs in the state capitals outward to the border
towns. Construction of rail lines from these border towns to cities in neighbor-
ing states met significant resistance because it siphoned off state revenue and
made the inhabitants on the periphery less dependent on their own state. The
design of railways intentionally hampered communication with cities in neigh-
boring states that were sometimes geographically closer and consequently tied
the periphery regions more firmly to the new cultural centers in the state capitals.
The author rightly recognizes that many practices and developments described
in the book created a German national identity as well: Railways indeed linked
the various states, citizens did build national monuments, and the Kaiser also
used the pomp and ceremony to advertise his imperial rule. But the author’s argu-
ments, which she develops with far more subtlety and complexity than I can here,
suggest that in the nineteenth-century German nationalism was in fact weaker
than generally thought and that national politics were of less interest and im-
portance to Germans than particularist politics. The book unfortunately did not
address how regional dialects might have reinforced these particular identities.
Its densely detailed paragraphs (some stretching over several pages) and its lack
of an appendix listing the dynasties make it a hard read for undergraduates. But
these are minor omissions. For scholars interested in nationalism, regionalism,
state formation, or nineteenth-century Germany, this book is indispensable.

Marquette University Andrew Donson

Family Life in Early Modern Times 1500-1789. Edited by David I. Kertzer
and Marzio Barbagli (New Haven and London: Yale University Press,
2001. viii plus 365 pp.).

Family Life in Early Modern Times 1500-1789 is one of three projected volumes
(the other two will cover the nineteenth and twentieth centuries) synthesizing
the research on the European family done in the thirty-five years that the history
of the family has been a distinct and legitimate field of historical inquiry. Despite
its synthetic aims, the book is not a cohesive narrative but instead a series of
essays by leading European and American scholars on various aspects of early
modern European family life. The essays are of uniformly high quality, covering
both the basics and the latest findings in clear and simple language. Therefore
they are suitable for undergraduate readings as well as quick fixes for scholars
updating their knowledge.

As promised, the essays summarize the latest research in the field. Family
history grew out of demography, specifically the family reconstitutions of Louis
Henry and the Cambridge Group, and among the most useful of the book’s essays
are those summarizing the latest demographic studies, like Antoinette Fauve-
Chamoux’s article on marriage patterns, Pier Paolo Viazzo's work on fertility and
mortality, and Ulrich Pfister’s essay on protoindustrialization, which synthesizes
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the long debate about whether protoindustrialization lowered the age of mar-
riage. These essays show that in the last thirty years demographers have found
many local variants but generally the main pattern—Hajnal’s famous “European
marriage pattern” of high rates of celibacy, late marriage, small nuclear families,
and relatively low fertility and mortality—sketched out by the field’s pioneers is
still intact.

Butonly for Western Europe. One of the major trends in history in recent years
is globalization, and Family Life in Early Modern Times reflects this not only in its
international roster of contributors and simultaneous publication in the US and
Europe but also in its attempt to cover all of Europe, including Russia and the
Ottoman Empire. But globalization is even more difficult to achieve in family
history than in other fields, because what little research there is on families in
Central and Eastern Europe suggests a very different pattern of universal early
marriage, large and complex family structures, and high fertility and mortality.
Therefore the supposedly general conclusions in most of the essays hold good
only for Western Europe, and the dutiful attempts to counteract this by inserting
occasional paragraphs on Russia and the Ottoman Empire just make this more
obvious. Only Karel Kaser’s essay on the impact of serffdom on household size
in Eastern Europe really covers that area. Obviously a major task for historians
of the family in the coming years is truly integrating Eastern Europe into the
field and analyzing where and why patterns in the East and West converge and
diverge.

Another major historical trend of the last three decades reflected in the book
is the expansion of social history and its transformation into cultural history. No
collection of essays on the history of the family published thirty years ago would
have included ones like Rafaella Sarti’s brilliant survey of early modern material
culture, Lloyd Bonfield’s remarkably clear exegesis of laws on marriage and in-
heritance, or David Gaunt’s exploration of the cultural meanings of kinship in
the Medieval and early modern periods. While these essays from ancillary fields
greatly enrich our understanding of early modern families, they also raise the
question which inevitably arises in a review of a collection of essays: Why these
and not others!? Specifically, why not include from the burgeoning field of gender
history an essay on gender roles or one on the cultural meaning of patriarchy?
Both topics are central to understanding the dynamics of early modern family
life.

Exactly what these dynamics were and how family members related to each
other have been much debated over the years, and again Family Life in Early
Modern Times reflects this. Family history as a field owes its existence not only
to the work of demographers but also to the bold speculations of Philippe Ariés
and Lawrence Stone about the emotional tone of family life in the past. They
painted a stark picture of oppressive patriarchy, loveless arranged marriages, no
sense of childhood as a distinct phase of life, and parental dominance of and
indifference to children, with economic change and “Modernization” as the main
forces eventually transforming such families into the affectionate, child-centered
ones of today. Then revisionists like Steven Ozment and Linda Pollock found
evidence of a notion of childhood, parental love, and affectionate, egalitarian
marriages in early modern families and proclaimed them “modern”, solving the
problem of explaining change by pretending it didn’t happen. Family Life in Early
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Modern Times seems to take that position, as Pollock’s presence as contributor of
an essay on parent-child relationships indicates. Buthers is the only essay dealing
with the emotional climate of family life; why is there none on the relationships
of husbands and wives? And the only attempt to explain the many changes in
family life during the book’s period of 1500-1789 is an essay by Jeffrey Watt on
the impact of the Reformation and Counter-Reformation. But since he takes
the line currently fashionable in women's history that the Reformation did little
to change, let alone improve, the lives of women and relationships within the
patriarchal family, that does not take us very far. Why privilege religion as a force
for change? Why not the rise of the absolutist state? The Enlightenment? The
“civilizing process”? Indeed, why not economic change? The reasons for choosing
religion and downplaying change within the family could have been spelled out
in a conclusion which drew the themes of the various chapters together, but
there is none. Family Life in Early Modern Times suggests that in the thirty-five
years since its beginning, the history of the family has flourished, but also that it
badly needs a new interpretive paradigm. Where is the next Ariés or Stone who
will write a personal, idiosyncratic synthesis of the field which will provide one?

Syracuse University Cissie Fairchilds

Familie, Frau und Gesellschaft. Studien zur Strukturgeschichte der Familie in
Westdeutschland 1945-1960. By Merith Niehuss (Goéttingen: Vanden-
hoeck & Ruprecht, 2001. 425 pp. 39 EU).

According to Merith Niehuss, the West German family underwent profound and
varied changes in the decade and a half following World War II. For every mem-
ber of the recently established West German society, the meaning of “family”
transformed to accommodate new social norms. In her sweeping volume Familie,
Frau und Gesellschaft, Niehuss details how these changes took place. Central to
this study is her explication of how the traditional notions of “wife” and “mother”
altered to meet the challenges created by war, defeat and reconstruction as well
as the ensuing period of peace and prosperity.

While previous research has tended to focus on women’s employment and the
state’s promotion of family-friendly policies such as Kindergeld and Mutterschuez,
Niehuss moves farther afield and widens the scope of her inquiry to include
issues traditionally unexamined by historians. She takes into account a complex
of factors, ranging from building programs designed to accommodate “average”
families to how women responded to societal rifts, such as the “excess of women”
following the fall of the Third Reich. Even profoundly personal decisions such
as how women chose their partners and how many children they elected to have
are considered during the course of this study.

In the book’s first section, Niehuss investigates population shifts, the refugee
crisis and how women grappled to provide for their families. Exacerbated by
Germany's status as a defeated power, life-altering events, including a husband’s
death, divorce and the birth of illegitimate children, all contributed to the
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